NIANTIC COMMUNITY CHURCH

An Open, Affirming, and Reconciling congregation of the
United Church of Christ and the United Methodist Church

A Heritage of Faith since 1719 « Each Member a Minister

“Whoever you are;
wherever you are on life’s journey:
you are welcome here.”

March 6, 2011 « 9:00 & 11:15AM

Transfiguration Sunday

\X/E GATHER AS THE CHURCH

PRELUDE (9:00AM) “Elevation” Dupré
(11:15AM) “Air” from Overture in D J.S. Bach
Nan Rigdon, flute

RECEIVING GOD’S WORD AND CHRIST’S LIGHT IN OUR WORSHIP
SHARING OF PARISH ACTIVITIES & RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP

INTROIT “Sing Praises to Thee” Judith McAllister
Gospel Choir (9:00AM)

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: On glory’s mountaintops of wonder and delight, we wait:
Many: for God’s amazing grace
to transform our shadowed lives.

In the valleys of everyday life, where noise overwhelms us, we wait:
willing to waste time
simply being in God’s presence.

In the devouring fires of fear, in the mist of misguided living, we wait,
for the One who comes in majesty,
to lead us down the paths of humility.



= HYMN “Holy Ground” Geron Davis

5 1
1

We are stand-ing  on ho-ly ground, and I  know that there are

we are stand-ing in his pres-ence on ho-ly ground.

Reproduced with permission under license #1367
LicenSing Copyright, Cleared Music for Churches

CALL TO RECONCILIATION

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of mountaintops, the din of the world can harden our hearts
to your Word. We watch news, reality TV, silly sitcoms,
yet have trouble bearing witness to your presence in our lives.
We place our faith in those who fail us,
we give our trust to those who misplace it.
Forgive us, Revealer of Mystery.
You offer mercy to us, that we might hear your call to discipleship.
You whisper our names, holding us close in love.
Help us to let go of all that weighs us down —
— hurts and fears; what we’ve done and what we’ve left undone.
Let our hearts rest in you.
(Silent prayers of confession)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

One: On mountaintops and in the valleys, in our homes and in our hearts,
God knows us better than we know ourselves, and God forgives us when we
cannot forgive ourselves.

Many: By God's mercy, we are forgiven.

By God's mercy, we are made whole.

By God's mercy, we are equipped to serve others.

Thanks be to God! Alleluia; Amen.



A MOMENT FOR MISSION Deb Fountain
\X/E PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL IN \XORD
A THOUGHT FOR YOUNG MINDS

* HYMN #173 “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” RATISBON
Prayer requests will be collected; Children attending Divine Activity Time (for PreK-4th grade)
may leave during the singing of the hymn.

SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 17:1-9
Reader: Let us prepare ourselves for the Word of God as it comes to us in the reading
of Holy Scripture.
People: Our hearts and minds are open.

SERMON “Mountaintop Views” John A. Nelson
\X/E RESPOND IN PRAYER AND FAITH

OFFERTORY
Leader: Some experiences are too hard to describe with words. On the mountaintop
Peter learned that a holy wonder can never be contained — but we can honor God,
source of all goodness, by giving of ourselves to God’s justice, compassion, and
transforming power. Today, our gifts honor the many moments we have seen God
shining through our lives and the life of this church.
Let us gather our gifts with grateful praise, and offer them to God’s purposes.

RECEIVING TITHES AND OFFERINGS

THE MUSICAL OFFERING
(9:00AM) “Air” from Overture in D J.S. Bach
Nan Rigdon, flute
(11:15AM) “Draw Near” Willcocks
(Adult Choir)
% DOXOLOGY OLD 100™

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all creatures here below;
Praise Holy Spirit, comforter:

One God, Triune, whom we adore. Amen.



% UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of grace and glory, we pray your blessing on these gifts.
Touched by your power, may they do what we cannot, apart from you:
bring hope and healing, justice and joy, to neighbors near and far.
In Jesus’ name; Amen.

\XE MEET AT THE LORD’S TABLE
INVITATION

THE INVITATION
One: Today we gather around this table to remember and celebrate.
All: This day we will celebrate the interconnectedness that is our life.
May what we touch and taste and remember, remind us to see the world as a place
of wonder,
And find ourselves in each face we see.

THANKSGIVING
One: We need thanksgiving, and for thanksgiving we need a voice
to say the wordless things that lie at the heart of being,
to speak the pulsations of life: the rising, shimmering sun,
the silent cycle of seasons, the restless tides of breath,
the interlaced fabric of community, the interdependence of humanity.
All: We need a voice to say Amen to life
in its sameness and its variety,
in its simplicity and complexity,
in its joy and grief,
in its agony and ecstasy.
(Pause)
We give thanks and praise for all that is good in the world.
For the love we name Creativity God, and all that is.
For the person we name Jesus and his message of peace, justice and inclusiveness
that is the realm of God. For the renewing strength and freedom of the Spirit
always present on the breath of life.
We give thanks for the love, peace,
justice, prosperity, strength and freedom,
and for the presentness of God in the midst of life.
We remember the tradition ...
When, during a meal with friends, Jesus would tell them
of a re-imagined way of living and being,.



A way that did not conform to the standards of the Roman Empire
or any other system of governance that suppressed people, until
hopelessness and deprivation resulted in death.

All: In the name of all prophets and sages who sacrificed

their lives to hasten the coming of the reign

of mutual respect, we commit ourselves

to the unfolding of a better world.

BREAD AND WINE

And we remember the stories...
Jesus took bread and blessed it, acknowledging with gratitude the hands that
produced it and the earthly goodness that made it possible:
the warmth of the sun,
the nourishment of earth,
the heat of the oven,
the skill of the baker, and
the faithfulness of the farmer...
He broke the bread and gave it to his followers
in a spirit of devotion to the new community he dreamed of.
In the same way, we break this bread and share it with one another.
We give thanks for this bread.
Jesus took a cup of wine and blessed it:
symbol of fellowship and hospitality,
symbol of joy and celebration,
symbol of color and fragrance, and
symbol of satisfaction of thirst.
Thus do we lift this cup and drink this wine, celebrating the blessedness of our
fellowship and this time together.
We celebrate together.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (trespasses)

% ACT OF PRAISE (sung) GREATOREX

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ,
And to the Holy Ghost:

As it was in the beginning,

Is now, and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen; Amen.



COMMUNION
Bread: the very stuff of life.
Wine: fruit of the vine.
By eating this bread and drinking this wine we become one in hope.

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP

We celebrate an open communion, and welcome every person to the table. We
understand the sharing of the bread and the cup in Jesus’ name to be a
reenactment of an ancient vision of God’s feast for all people. We don’t require
you to be a member of our church, or any church, to participate with us in this
feast of grace: all that is needed is that you desire God’s nurture. Today we will
take communion by intinction: please come forward to receive bread, then dip it
into the cup. (We use unfermented grape juice.) If you wish to be served in the
pew, please indicate so to an usher.

AFTER COMMUNION

One: The meal is ended.

The bread and the wine have been shared with all.
Many: Nothing else matters much — not wealth,
nor learning, not even health--without this gift:
the spiritual capacity to keep zest in living.
Thank you, God, for the amazing gift of Jesus
who leads us to belief in your fullness of life. Alleluia!

= HYMN #617 “I Come with Joy” DOVE OF PEACE
¥ BENEDICTION AND THREE-FOLD AMEN (Hymnal, 898)
POSTLUDE “The Church’s One Foundation” Rawsthorne

Please remain seated in silence during the Postlude
before going out to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world.

K

\X/ELCOME TO NIANTIC COMMUNITY CHURCH!

A Heritage of Faith since 1719, and an Open, Affirming, and Reconciling congregation,
Niantic Community Church is a federated congregation of the United Methodist Church
and the United Church of Christ. It is also a welcoming home to people from a great
variety of church backgrounds and life experiences. Your presence here today is a gift to
us! We hope you will feel God’s Spirit here today through our worship and fellowship.



If you are a visitor, we invite you to sign our guest register by the rear entrance to
the sanctuary. “Welcome” information packets, children’s bulletins, and toys are also
available. Our services are recorded each week. You may listen to sermons online: from
the home page of our website, click on the “Sermon Archive” link. Audio tapes are
available in the church library or by calling the church office (739-6208).

Please set cell phones and pagers to silent mode
(unless you're expecting a call from Jesus)

Assistive Listening Devices, Large Print Bulletins, and Hymnals
are available. Please ask an usher for assistance!

Today’s Worship Leaders

9:00AM 11:00AM
Ushers: Rich Morrill, Neil Passman, Ushers: Nancy Burkhardt, Betty Jones,
Bob Castronova, Bette Mahon Doris Beebe
Worship Leader: Margaret Holmberg Worship Leader: Ron Johnson

Preacher: The Rev. John A. Nelson
Parish Host: Georgie Granger

Flowers have been placed in the sanctuary to the Glory of God
and In Loving Memory of Tyler Wakefield Somes,
by the Whritner & Somes families.
% All who are able may stand at these times
Call to Worship and Prayer of Confession adapted from the Rev. Thom M. Schuman (lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com).
Communion liturgy adapted from the Rev. Rex A E. Hunt (rexaehuntprogressive.com).
OUR MINISTRY TEAM
Ministers: All Participants in the Life of the Congregation

Worship & Music Children’s Center Director: Kathy Tiller

Organist and Music Director: Paul Althouse Caring & Community
Director of Handbell Choirs: Lynne Floyd Community Minister: Patty Chaffee
Directors of Children’s and Gospel Choirs: Parish Nurse: Marie LaTourette

Lee Wilkerson & Nikki Rollins

i I
Sound Engineers: Dick Robinson & Ron Deziel Holding the Parts Together!

Church Secretary: Judy Snitkin

Education & Youth Church Officers: John Whritner, president;

Acting Director of Religious Education & Cindy King, vice-president; Avery Morgan,
Youth Ministries: Amy Agles



clerk; Linda Leavens, treasurer, Liz Kuchta,
historian
Financial Secretary: Judy Layden

Bookkeeper: Maureen Godin
Librarian, Newsletter Editor: Jennifer Datum

Pastor and Teacher: The Rev. John A. Nelson

OCCASIONS FOR SERVICE, WITNESS, AND PRAYER

In Our Prayers (offered by worshipers during previous weeks):

We gladly list joys and concerns, and typically print them for four weeks
after they are offered in worship. (Prayer requests may be renewed at any time.)

New Concerns:

People of Christchurch, New Zealand ¢ Shari
Scace, chemotherapy ¢ Gail Joslin, liver cancer
¢ Alma ¢ Charlie, whose cancer is not
responding to chemotherapy * Wisdom and
compassion for families facing the unknown
Families struggling with loss ® Ann Bense,
recovering from surgery ©.

Continuing concerns:

Jeanett Martin, at Bridebrook ¢ Families facing
crisis and major decisions * Safety for all
travelers, especially MaKenna and Kelly *
Norma and Ed Cook * Ron Johnson, shoulder
surgery ¢ John Mahon, shoulder replacement
* Ron Hathaway, knee replacement * For
everyone seeking work in hard times ¢ Pfizer
employees facing the uncertainty of layoffs ¢
Gail (Kay Whritner’s sister) ®* Ron Hathaway,
knee replacement ¢ Parents who are divorcing
* Kate, Rett Syndrome ¢ Ron Johnson, rotator
cuff surgery ¢ John Mahon, shoulder
replacement ¢ Alan Mitchell, traveling to
Seattle for medical consultation * Amy, on bed
rest for pregnancy complications * Judy,
broken wrist * Norma Cook, recovering from
surgery * Montville High School community,
dealing with student’s suicide ¢ Christine
Herzberg, unemployed ¢ Abby, skiing
accident with serious injuries ¢ Doreen and
Walter ¢ Paul Harper and crew of USS Abe
Lincoln ¢ Aunt Lyla, Kathy, and Connor

Paul Swann ¢ Those suffering from depression

and anxiety.

The homeless and the hungry: God, help us to
remember that homelessness and hunger
anywhere is our burden, as well.

People of Bahrain and Libya, and foreigners
traveling in the region.

For the search committee that has taken on the
ministry of finding a settled Director of
Religious Education and Youth Ministries
(Joyce Wood, chair, Dan Estey, Barbara
Heaney, Ron Johnson, Rebecca Keenan, Kathy
Leindecker), the candidates, and Amy Agles
who serves as our Acting DREYM.

In treatment for cancer:

Lisa Gustavsen, injured back * Debbie Krasne,
lung cancer * Mike, long struggle with cancer
* Carrie, lung cancer * Shirley Smith,
pancreatic cancer * Ed Painter, cancer
treatment ¢ Sandy, suffering through
chemotherapy for stage 4 colon cancer * Beth,
ovarian cancer * Christine Morales, thyroid
cancer * Chris, bilateral mastectomy, and
George * Debbie Krasner ¢ Bret ¢ Drew,
metastatic colon cancer ® Dorothea, breast
cancer * Sandy Doboe, multiple myeloma
Ken Esposito, health care organizer with the
Christian Activities Council, pancreatic cancer
* Missy Gardner * Clara Ball — and their
families, friends, and caregivers.



Friends and family now serving our country in the
armed forces: Scott Basham; Greg Balsmeier;
Alyson Barrett; Josh Earnhart; Matt Fergione;
Tony Fergione; Paul Harper; Matt Liebal;
Nathaniel Lowe; J.P. Neilson; Thomas Miller;
Brian Perchal; Zachary Peters; Peter Rondeau;
Caitlin Strauhal; Stephen Weiss.

All those serving or living in war or conflict
zones around the world, particularly in Iraq,
Afghanistan, Colombia, Gaza, Georgia, India,

Pakistan, and the Sudan.

Family & Friends
who have passed away:

Traci Whelden * Norman Fontaine
Marjorie Crockett * Donna Kelly
Matt Gentry * Virginia Baker
Nancy Bahrenburg * Loretta Joyce *
Trish Murray e Edith Richards
Hart Perry * Gary Saunders
Mark Whitney ¢ Steve Fowler
Nancy Morissette ® Rita Kenway
Richard Cooper
Joseph Mendes ¢ Ron Caron
Virginia Baker

Servicemen and service women who have lost
their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan

We thank God for their lives, and offer prayers of
comfort and support for family and friends who
mourn their passing.

Thanksgiving for
Ministers of our Church:

Memorial Committee: Luane Lange; Dorothy
North; Pam Stevens; Laurie Castronova;
Edna Gilstad; Marion Prescott

Praise and Celebration:

Tami’s “Zero” birthday ¢ Justin’s new job, and
healing from emergency appendectomy ¢ For
the beautiful music of our choir * Barbara &
B.B. Burnham’s 64t wedding anniversary *
Lenore and Donald Campbell’s 50t wedding
anniversary ®* Mercedes, cancer in remission ®
Norma now recovering at home ¢ Successful
surgeries for John Mahon, Ron Johnson, Ron
Hathaway * Zachary Peters, now serving in
the U.S. * A mortgage paid in full! * A full-
time job for Alyssa * Baby Tony, safely arrived
* Evelyn Calderone, out of hospital * Mark
Hanson’s successful surgery ® Deb’s recovery
from breast cancer.

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST OR WOULD LIKE A PASTORAL VISIT, be sure to let us
know by calling the church office (860-739-6208) or emailing Pastor John at
jnelson@nianticcommunitychurch.org. Sometimes we don’t find out about an injury or
illness or other need until long after — so please call!

WE ALSO HAVE AN ON-GOING PRAYER CHAIN. To add a prayer request to the Prayer
Chain please send an email to prayers@nianticcommunitychurch.org, or call the church

office (860-739-6208).

CONSIDER MAKING A GIFT of your personal residence or farm now and continuing to
live there until your death. An immediate income tax deduction may be available for
this arrangement. Maintenance costs might also be shared. At your death the property

would be available for Church use.



HIGH SCHOOL FELLOWSHIP SHELTER MEAL- Sunday, March 6. We will be serving pork
tenderloin, mashed potatoes and salad. Please bring a dessert or bread to add to the
meal. Meet at the church at 6:00 PM. Return by 7:45-8:00 PM.

FAT TUESDAY SUPPER- TUESDAY, MARCH 8 AT 6:00 pMm. Traditional homemade pancake
meal hosted by Middle School Fellowship Youth and their families. This is one of our
big fundraisers for the Wanakee Service Trip. Worship to follow in the sanctuary to
quietly transition our lives into the season of Lent.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Youth Sunday, March 13. All kids in Middle School and High
School are encouraged to participate. We need ushers, lay readers, actors, artists,
musicians, photographers and any who are great at PowerPoint presentations. Rehearsal
for the Service is on Sunday, March 6 from 12:30-1:30 with the Wanakee Kick off Party to
follow the rehearsal. We invite you all to share your gifts! You do not need to be present
at both sessions to participate.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING, March 13t, Youth Sunday. Worship Services at 9 & 11:15am;
10:00-11:00am "Between Hour Café;" 10:15am Adult Sunday School. Scripture readings:
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11.

WANAKEE KICK-OFF CELEBRATION today from 1:30 to 2:30pm in the Dining Hall. All
Middle Schoolers are invited to participate.

LENT/EASTER At Home Family Bible Study Guides & Daily Lenten Meditations Booklets
available in the Narthex and on the bookshelf across from the Church Office.

TEEN LENT CALENDARS are in. Please stop by the Christian Ed office and get one. They
offer a fun and great Lenten daily devotional.

IN CASE YOU WERE WAITING FOR GOD'S CALL, READ ON! There are a couple of excellent
opportunities for serving in our church right now. First is the Threshold Initiative:
several small groups who will be working with staff of the Connecticut Conference
(UCCQ) to bring some fresh ideas into faith formation, stewardship, and leadership at
NCC. Secondly, we're fast approaching the season for landscape work -- could you give
a few enjoyable outdoor hours to the church? Please contact John Whritner or Cindy
King.

THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE is accepting applications for student college loans.
Application forms are available in the church office. If you have further questions,
please contact Edna Gilstad (860-739-9517) or Marion Prescott (860-443-2962.)

WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN SERVICE ASSOCIATION (WCSA) will sponsor a rummage sale on
Sat., Apr 9, from 9 - 12. Items needed are clothing, linens and bedding, shoes, toys,
sports equipment (except skis) household and kitchen items. Please do not bring
computers, typewriters, furniture, rugs or anything heavy. More information will be
forthcoming at a later date. For questions, call Doris Beebe.



WOMEN'S RETREAT is almost here. The retreat will be April 1 -3 at Camp Wightman.
Please join us for fun, relaxation and renewal. See Carol Donovan, Ocean Pellett or Ellen
Ashburn to sign up. The cost for the weekend in $120.00 ($60.00 for Saturday only).
Scholarships are available, please talk to Pastor John.

ZAPATOS FOR HONDURAS. NCC and St Luke Lutheran Church are once again sending a
team to do God's work in Honduras. This year the team of 12 will be building desks and
seats for school children in San Marcos. If you would like to help the mission with a
donation, new or gently used children's shoes or sandals for a tropical climate would be
most appreciated. We leave on April 9th and are packing up the donations on Friday,
April 8th. We will also need large suitcases (that you do not want returned) in which to
pack the donations. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Nori Lembree at 860-
961-7056 or norilembree@yahoo.com.

SOUP & SOUL begins March 9 and continues for 7 weeks throughout lent, meeting
Wednesdays 5:30-6:45 p.m. Join in a conversation about the Lord’s Prayer with Dominic
Crossan’s, The Greatest Prayer. Books available in the church office. $22. Homemade
soups and bread are served and all are welcome. Scholarships available for books and
child care can be arranged with ADVANCE notice. Bring a friend!

CALLING ALL WANAKEE ALUMNI- KIDS, YOUNG ADULTS, ADULTS. If you have ever been
to Wanakee, we want to know. We are compiling a Master List and we want you on it.
Please email Deb Fountain (debfountain@prudentialct.com) with the details: name and
the year(s) you were there (if you can remember), and anyone's name and contact
information that you have if they are no longer part of the NCC church home. Thank
you!

NEEDED: Crib and generic baby items. Donations greatly appreciated. Contact Sherrie
Weiss (Shoreline Food Pantry) 203-300-6712 or email bpsher@sbcglobal.net. Thank you

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP BOOK CLUB has chosen as their next book "Outcasts United: A
Refugee Team, an American Town" by Warren St John. We will meet on April 10th at 7
pm in the Fellowship Room at NCC. Hope to see you then.

MIDDLE SCHOOL FELLOWSHIP WANAKEE QUARTER CONTEST CHALLENGES are
underway. Cast your quarters, change, and dollars for your favorite! To date we have
raised over $260. All money will be used to fund our mission work trip to the Arbutus
Hill Farm in Meredith, NH, owned by Jennifer Mayo, a former Heifer Recipient. Trip
dates are April 29, 30 & May 1.

Our Record of Faithfulness In Giving And Attending
Received to Date for 2011: $74,604.34; Needed to be current for 2011: $73,986.84
Last Sunday’s Attendance: 9:00 a.m.—123; 11:15 a.m. — 49; Church School —27;
Total: 199




THIS WEEK AT NIANTIC COMMUNITY CHURCH

We are a community of Christians:
learning God’s ways;
sharing God'’s love;
extending God'’s peace and healing grace to all.

SUNDAY, MARCH 6
9:00AM Worship Service

10:00-11:00AM “Between Hour Café”
(Dining Hall)

Adult Offerings: Uppity Women of the Bible
(Fellowship Room)

11:15AM Worship Service

12:30-1:30Pm High School & Middle School
Fellowship Youth Worship Service
Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

1:30PM  Wanakee Kick-Off Celebration
(Dining Hall)

6:00PM High School Youth (Shelter)

MONDAY, MARCH 7

4:30pM  Kundalini Yoga (Fellowship Room)

6:00PM Outreach Committee (Fellowship
Room)

7:00PM Christian Education Committee
(Multipurpose Room)

7:00PM  Music & Worship Arts (Parish Life
Office)

7:00PM Men’s Choir (Sanctuary)

7:00PM Toastmasters (Dining Hall)

TUESDAY, MARCH 8
7:15AM Breakfast Bible Study (Niantic Diner)
5:30pM  Children’s Choir (Sanctuary)
6:00PM Mardi Gras-Fat Tuesday/Wanakee
Pancake Fundraiser & Worship Time
(Dining Hall-Sanctuary)

TUESDAY, MARCH 8 CONTINUED

6:00PM  Youth Bell Rehearsal (Multipurpose
Room)
Gospel Choir (Fellowship Room)
Adult Bell Rehearsal (Multipurpose
Room)
Maintenance Committee (Office)

6:15PMm
7:00rMm

7:00PMm

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9
9:00AM DIsCIPLE (Fellowship Room)
5:30-6:45PM Soup & Soul (Fellowship Room)
7:00PM  Ash Wednesday Communion
Service (Sanctuary)
7:30PM  NA (Dining Hall)

THURSDAY, MARCH 10
6:00PM  Shoreline Food Pantry (Dining Hall)
7:00PM  Adult Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
8:00PM AA (Dining Hall)

FRIDAY, MARCH 11
9:30AM Painting from the Source
(Multipurpose Room)
7:30PM  AA (Multipurpose Room)

SATURDAY, MARCH 12
10:00-11:00AM AA (Multipurpose
Room/ Fellowship Room)
7:30PM  AA (Dining Hall)

Niantic Community Church
170 Pennsylvania Avenue, Niantic, CT 06357 * Phone: 860-739-6208
Fax: 860-739-8308 ¢ E-mail: NianticCommChurch@sbcglobal.net
www.NianticCommunityChurch.org
Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30-5:00 p.m.; Friday 8:30-Noon




